
The N
eighborhood Services D

epartm
ent  

offers different w
orkshops throughout the 

year giving tips and advice for basic hom
e 

repair and m
aintenance. 

A
ll w

orkshops are held on Saturday
m

ornings at the C
ity B

uilding in the low
er 

level conference room
, 102 N

. N
eil St.,

C
ham

paign, IL.  W
orkshops w

ill be at
10:00 a.m

. on the follow
ing dates:   

M
arch 1, 2008 

A
pril 5, 2008* 

June 7, 2008 
A

ugust 2, 2008 
O

ctober 4, 2008 
D

ecem
ber 6, 2008 

* this w
orkshop w

ill be in conjunction w
ith the 8th 

A
nnual H

ousing Fair w
hich is being held at the 

C
ham

paign Public Library. Please call for tim
es. 

A
dditional w

orkshops m
ay be scheduled 

as needed throughout the year. 

To A
ttend 

 
  

Please contact C
olleen M

adera to reserve  
your seat at: 

C
ity of C

ham
paign

N
eighborhood Service D

epartm
ent 

217.403.7070 

Em
ail:

N
eighborhoodServices@

ci.cham
paign.il.us

H
om

e M
aintenance: 

H
elpful M

oney-Saving 
Tips 

N
eighborhood Services D

epartm
ent 

102 N
orth N

eil Street 
C

ham
paign, IL  61820 

217.403.7070

C
ity of C

ham
paign 



Q
U

IC
K FA

C
TS: 

D
id you know

: 

�
Y

ou can extend the life of your roof by 
approxim

ately 10 years if you properly 
ventilate it? 

�
Extending dow

nspouts by as little as 2 
feet 

can 
prevent 

w
ater 

seepage 
in 

a 
basem

ent? 

�
M

anufacturers 
recom

m
end 

changing 
furnace 

filters 
once 

a 
m

onth 
during 

heating 
and 

cooling 
seasons 

to 
aid 

in 
efficiency?

�
R

egular 
m

aintenance 
on 

furnaces 
and 

w
ater heaters can increase their life? 

�
Proper 

ventilation 
in 

a 
craw

l 
space 

is 
necessary to prevent m

old and m
oisture 

in a house?

�
Sew

er 
lines 

should 
be 

cleaned 
once 

every other year to prevent excess root 
blockage?

�
Y

ou should drain 1-2 gallons of w
ater 

from
 

your 
w

ater 
heater 

on 
a 

m
onthly 

basis?

H
O

M
E M

A
IN

TEN
A

N
C

E 
W

O
RKSH

O
PS 

 
 

 
The 

C
ity 

of 
C

ham
paign 

N
eighborhood 

Services D
epartm

ent’s H
om

e M
aintenance 

W
orkshops 

teach 
basic 

hom
e 

repair 
and 

m
aintenance tasks that can be done w

ithout 
paying for a contractor.  The w

orkshop w
ill 

cover the follow
ing topics: 

Instructions and techniques for 
ch

an
gin

g 
fu

rn
ace 

filters, 
repairing toilets, fixing plastic 
drain 

lines, 
and 

caulking 
w

indow
s and doors.  G

eneral 
tools and m

aterials that should 
b

e
 

in
 

th
e

 
h

o
m

e
 

fo
r 

m
aintenance and their proper uses w

ill also 
be  discussed. 

C
ost and energy saving ideas that increase 

the life and efficiency of appliances.  These 
w

ill 
include 

how
 

to 
insulate 

your 
w

ater 
heater 

and 
pipes, 

covering 
and 

sealing 
w

indow
s 

and 
doors, 

and 
energy 

saving 
habits.  D

ifferent schedules and tim
elines 

for 
continual 

m
aintenance 

tasks 
are 

also 
shared.

H
om

e safety m
easures including 

checking 
sm

oke 
and 

carbon 
m

onoxide detectors, keeping first 
aid kits, and testing appliances. 

TEST YO
U

R  
KN

O
W

LED
G

E 

 W
hen w

as the last tim
e you: 

Inspected and replaced (if needed) 
w

eather stripping? 
R

aked debris aw
ay from

 the side of your 
hom

e?
C

leaned out the gutters? 
Trim

m
ed any trees or shrubs w

hich touch 
your house? 
C

leaned out basem
ent w

indow
 w

ells? 

D
o you know

 w
here to find in your hom

e: 

The m
ain heating fuel shutoff ? 

The m
ain electrical shutoff? 

The m
ain w

ater shutoff? 
Fire extinguishers? 
The m

ain drain line cleanout? 

H
ow

 often do you: 

C
lean and test your sm

oke detectors? 
V

acuum
 heating registers, vents, and

radiators?
V

acuum
 refrigerator coils? 

Inspect toilets for stability and any leaks? 
C

heck and replace (if needed) the
 

heating system
 air filter?


